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The Facts
• UK is one of the most nature depleted 

countries in the world

• The only major European country 
(alongside Eire and Iceland) without a 
breeding wolf population

Hayhow DB, et al(2019) The State of Nature 2019. The State of Nature partnership https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf

https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf


Some non-facts
• Small and crowded island

• 75% of the world’s heather moorland is 
in the UK (and that’s rarer than 
rainforest)1

• There is no wild(er)ness left in the UK

• Nature cannot survive without our help

• Rewilding will mean the loss of 
biodiversity and valued habitats

1https://www.moorlandassociation.org/ but see https://landethicsblog.wordpress.com/2019/09/17/no-moor-myths/

https://www.moorlandassociation.org/
https://landethicsblog.wordpress.com/2019/09/17/no-moor-myths/


Problems and drivers
• Climate change and biodiversity loss

• Growth (economic and population)

• Disparities (money and education)

• Agricultural intensification

• Falling (failing) environmental standards

• Lack of vision and joined-up thinking

• Politics!



Scar Close

Southerscales

A Yorkshire Example…



Southerscales Nature Reserve

Higher Level Stewardship:    

agri-environment subsidy payment over 
10 years of the agreement



“The Trust made Southerscales stock-proof and in 1987 was able to re-introduce the traditional 

grazing regime”

SSSI Unit 66

GRAZED

….why?



Ungrazed since 1974

True ecological restoration!
SSSI Unit 68/69



Limestone pavements of the Yorkshire Dales
Southerscales - grazed

Scar Close – not grazed

Ecological restoration - not “rewilding” with herbivores (=farming)



Angelica Elder Primrose

Ash Field scabious Raspberry

Baneberry Figwort Red currant

Bilberry Globe flower Rigid buckler fern

Birch Greater burnet Rock rose

Bird cherry Green spleenwort Rowan

Birds eye primrose Guelder rose Solomon’s seal

Birds foot trefoil Hard head St John’s wort

Blackthorn Hawthorn Stone bramble

Bloody cranesbill Hazel Strawberry

Bluebell Heart’s tongue fern Sycamore

Bracken Heather Valerian

Brittle bladder fern Honeysuckle Violet

Bugle Ivy Water avens

Butterwort Juniper Welsh poppy

Cinquefoil Lesser meadow rue Willows x 3

Cowberry Lily of the valley Wood anemone

Climbing corydalis Limestone oak fern Wood cranesbill

Daffodil Meadow sweet Wood sage

Devil’s bit scabious Melancholy thistle Wood sorrel

Dog rose Milkwort Yarrow

Dog’s mercury Orpine Yew
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Species of Scar Close and Southerscales

SoutherscalesScar Close

“a trajectory of restoration that was aided only by the distribution 

systems of wild nature, the reclaiming of species mediated through the 

natural force of wind, the assistance of birds and mammals, and the seeds 

in their droppings”

Ecological restoration
- reclaiming soil, humus, wildlife, natural processes



• Which is better?
• Which is most natural?
• Which is most wild?
• Which is more biodiverse?
• Which looks nicer?



Vision and commitment fit for 20th Century Britain

• Overhaul of agri-environmental policy post-Brexit?

• Re-invigorated conservation sector?

• Commitment to wild nature and natural processes?

• Land reform?


