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The visionThe aims for the NFM manual

1
Support 

delivery

2
Provide 

confidence

3
Maximise 

outcomes



Autumn 2019

Develop consortium

Start up

Spring/Summer 2020

Literature review

Project steering group

Scoping

Autumn 2020

Workshops

Survey

Interviews

Engagement

Autumn 2020 to end 

2021

3 drafts reviewed by 

PSG

Drafting

May 2022

Online

600 attendees

Launch

The CIRIA NFM ManualTimeline



What is natural flood management



Working with natural hydrological processesA continuum

Protect the hydrological processes 

that naturally function well

Work with nature to restore good 

hydrological processes. Enhance 

or add to what is already present

Mimic or reinstate hydrological 

processes

Protect MimicRestore



The NFM delivery process



Courtesy of Summit Fever MediaCourtesy of Mike Norbury, Mersey Forest

Courtesy of Yorkshire Dales Rivers TrustCourtesy of West Cumbria Rivers Trust

Cross drains/deflectors

Cross slope hedgerows

Buffer strips

Ponds

Scrapes

Swales

Bunds

Woodland watercourses

Non-woodland watercourses

Gullies and ditches

Runoff pathways

Lower, remove or set bank embankments

Palaeochannel reconnection

In channel features

Floodplain wetland restoration





What’s next?Looking forward

1.
Talk about it

Tell people!

Talks and social media

2.
Training

In preparation

3.
Implement it

Increase uptake of 

NFM

4.
Gather feedback

Good and bad

5.
Update and expand it

Dependent on support 

and funding



Thank you

Non-confidential - Standard

Item Detail (ciria.org)

https://www.ciria.org/CIRIA/CIRIA/Item_Detail.aspx?iProductCode=C802F&Category=FREEPUBS

