
I (too) have a 
dream…

Geoff Roberts
Chairman



About this 
session

• Share my dream

• Offer the context 

• Seek your input…

• … and feedback





Things got better



New ideas

• DNAire

• Leeds FAS2 – NFM especially

• White Rose Forest 

• YWS’ 1 million trees

• Upper Aire Project

• Leeds City Region GBI Strategy

• AMP7

• Integrated Catchment Monitoring

• Aire Catchment Network

• …and others…



“The Aire is a gold standard 
example of the renaissance 
of a post-industrial river”





Who ARE the 
‘Unusual 
Suspects’?

• Transport

• Health

• Housing

• Technology

• Tourism

• Economic regeneration

• ????



This is where you can help

• How can ‘environmental issues’ contribute to/be improved by each of these 
key areas?
• Have we missed any?

• (Apart from the £££) what are the barriers to progress?

• Who do we need to get into the tent?



What next?

• Help answer these questions

• Find a topic area that attracts your 
attention…

• …answer the questions

• …be prepared to report back anything 
interesting from your group

• …especially about what we should do 
next to further the vision

• Feel free to move around


