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Project Background

• Developed as a pilot project with a strong community 
driver

• English Severn & Wye RFCC support. Project Officer 
funded through Local Levy, employed through SDC. 
Initially a 3 year post in 2014 now extended to 2020.

• Strong partnership: Project hosted through Stroud DC, 
works closely with EA, Gloucestershire County Council 
(LLFA) Wildlife Trust, National Trust, Natural England, 
Private Landowners.

• Capital project contributions from RFCC (Local Levy), 
GCC (LLFA), SDC(RMA), Landowners and NGOs.







Examples of techniques used

Leaky dam Gully stuffing Track grip Silt traps

Wet woodland Deflector

Spring fed trough Bund Soak-away Tree planting

Deflector PondRe-meander



Demonstrating & Sustaining the 
Benefits of NFM 

• Demonstrating the value/benefit: What is 
appropriate? 

• Can we equip and empower communities to 
demonstrate the benefits of NFM?

• Case study sites and champions

• Multiple outcomes; a holistic approach

• Natural Capital “Valuation”

Challenge 1: The value of NFM





Demonstrating & Sustaining the 
Benefits of NFM 

• Co-designed with the landowners and community groups 

• Utilising local skills and labour

• One point of contact/reference

• What does meaningful participation look like?

• Celebrating/recognising public participation 

• Minimising risk: A network of many low risk projects

Challenge 2: Community engagement and 
landowner relationships





Demonstrating & Sustaining the 
Benefits of NFM 

• Sharing and demonstrating the learning and skills

• Integrating NFM into Land and Woodland Management 
Plans

• Inter-agency collaboration and partnership working

• NFM influencing local policy & strategy

• NFM and ELMS 

Challenge 3: Standard Practice Integration



Many thanks!


